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October 2 - School Board Meeting   
 (Work Session), IHS Aud., 7 p.m. 
October 5 - Homecoming Carnival,  
 5 p.m.; Parade, 7 p.m. 
October 6 - Homecoming and Pink   
 Night, Home Football Game vs.   
 Bethel Park, NexTier Stadium,  
 7:30 p.m. 
 Note: Pink Night is now Oct. 6 
October 7 - SAT Test, 7:30 a.m.;   
 Homecoming Dance, 7-10 p.m. 
October 9 - Columbus Day; Act-80   
 Day, No School for Students 
October 13 - Senior Night, Home  
 Football Game vs. North Allegheny,   
 NexTier Stadium, 7:30 p.m. 
October 14 - PSAT Test
October 23-27 - Red Ribbon Week 
October 31 - Halloween  
For more dates, visit www.svsd.net/WebCalendar.

Seneca Valley recently collaborated with  
Pittsburgh-based Inventionland Institute to design  
an innovative space and introduce creative resources 
to help students find inspiration in their academics.
 
Installed over the summer at Haine Middle School, 
the Creativity, Innovation & Research Center (CIRC) 

offers students an opportunity to use a “constructivist 
approach to all sorts of project-based activities,” said 
Dr. Sean McCarty, assistant superintendent for K-6 
instruction and coordinator of the SV CIRC program. 
“They really are immersed in a space that sparks 
creativity.”

Inside CIRC
SV offers up inspiration with innovative space

continued on page 3

Cutting the ribbon on CIRC is, from left, Superintendent of Schools Dr. Tracy Vitale, Assistant Superintendent Dr. Sean McCarty, Haine Middle School Librarian 
Eric Fogle, Haine Middle School Student Jeevan Subramaniam, School Board President Jim Nickel and Inventionland Founder George Davison.

https://www.svsd.net/WebCalendar
https://www.facebook.com/events/132611564044513/
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Photo credit: Bill Paterson

Seneca Valley students were all smiles as they returned to school on Sept. 5. We wish all of our SV students and staff a great 2017-18 school year!

Welcome back!
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Dr. McCarty joined Superintendent of Schools Dr. Tracy Vitale, students, staff, parents, community leaders and Inventionland executives at a recent ribbon 
cutting to celebrate all that the space has to offer for the nearly 1,400 students in the building. Future CIRC space installations are planned at each of the 
district’s other three K-6 building sites over the next several years.

In one area, students were taking part in a demo on the many applications of a laser printer; from cutting fabric to creating food art to designing plastic. First 
graders were found working on puzzles, sixth graders were seen trying out the green screen technology, and fourth graders were brainstorming story topics. 
Students could also be found learning and collaborating on such subjects as coding, robotics, engineering, communications, and graphics design. They are 
also experiencing self-discovery, learning problem-solving skills and taking home real world knowledge.

Seneca Valley is one of the first school districts to work with and offer Inventionland’s K-4 curriculum, and one of just a few in the region to offer such a 
space. For certain, SV is currently the only District that features a tree house, complete with a bright yellow slide, in the center of the room! 
 
To read more and to view a video of CIRC from the Butler Eagle, click here.

Inside CIRC continued

http://www.butlereagle.com/article/20170922/NEWS12/170929957


is the most important meal of the day!
At Seneca Valley we offer a hot breakfast to all students  
every day of the week.* This includes breakfast pizza,  
croissant and bagel sandwiches, Dutch waffles with fruit  
toppings, pancake on a stick and French toast, as well as  
other assorted cold items.

Students who currently receive a free or reduced school lunch also qualify to 
receive a free or reduced school breakfast at .30 cents. Students who pay regular 
price for lunch, only pay $1.75 for breakfast.

 A hot or cold breakfast includes unlimited fruit along with an entrée, juice and milk.

• Breakfast is served at SV secondary schools from 7 -7:30 a.m.
• Breakfast is served at SV elementary schools from 8:15-8:45 a.m.

We urge you to take advantage  
of this fantastic program!

* Exception for two hour delays, when only cold selections will be  
 offered. If the bus is late, breakfast arrangements can always  
 be made through the principal and cafeteria manager.



Seneca Valley students will be playing among the stars with this 
year’s homecoming theme “Fly Me to the Moon.”  

Participants at this year’s festivities can be guaranteed a multitude 
of events including a carnival, parade and fireworks.
 
The carnival will be held at 5 p.m., followed by the parade at  
7 p.m., on Thursday, Oct. 5 on the district’s secondary campus in 
Jackson Township. At the carnival, food booths with nachos,  
pulled pork sandwiches, apple crisps and more will be available  
for purchase. Various booster groups will also run game booths 
such as a bean bag toss, a duck pond and raffles. The parade will 
feature the Seneca Valley “Roaring” Raider Marching Band, local 
fire trucks and floats created by student sports teams and  
organizations. The evening will conclude with a fireworks display.

Earlier this month, seniors chose 20 classmates to represent their  
homecoming court. The ladies of the 2017 Homecoming Court  
are Jada Atkins, Alexa Bolena, Chloe Bresch, Hannah Knapp, Peyton Moore, Eliza Simmons, Catherine Smith, Arushi Subba, Nicoletta  
Veneziano and Madison Yohn. The gentlemen of the court include Andrew Bachik, Matthew Gallup, Kyler Lin, Paul Lopiccolo, Carter Moriarity, 
Domenick Semrau, Vincent Semrau, Malik Talaat, Michael Warchola and Thomas Zugell.
 
Seneca Valley’s homecoming king and queen will be announced during the Raider Football pregame festivities at 7 p.m. on Friday, Oct. 6 at  
NexTier Stadium. Kickoff is at 7:30 p.m., when Seneca Valley plays Bethel Park.
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Making music 
Faculty from Indiana University of 
Pennsylvania (IUP) recently visited 
SV and held master classes with 
students in Freshman Band and Wind 
Ensemble. The professors included 
Dr. Zach Collins, professor of tuba 
and euphonium; Dr. Rosemary  
Engelstad, assistant professor of  
clarinet; and Dr. Timothy Paul, 
director of bands; who worked with 
students on specific instrument  
techniques during band periods.

Positive words
The saying, “Choose to SHINE” can be found 
scrawled across the Seneca Valley Middle School 
girls’ restroom wall in bright, bold letters. However, 
this colorful statement isn’t graffiti, it’s a project of 
inspiration and positive reinforcement.
 
These inspirational messages came to be after a 
national news story sparked an idea - an idea that 
grew until more than 25 SVMS female teachers 
volunteered over several days to paint messages in 
the six girls’ restrooms throughout the building.
 
“Middle school is a difficult time for students as 
their brains are growing and developing and their 
bodies are changing,” said Tracy Richards, a SVMS 
special education teacher. “The social and emo-
tional aspects of learning need to be addressed for 
students to feel positive and ready to learn.”
 
Messages like “Be bold, be brave, be you,” and  
“The most important thing a girl wears is her  
confidence” are just a sampling of the dozens of 
messages that can be found.
 
Ms. Richards went on to explain staff are always 
looking for ways to help students successfully 

traverse the difficult adolescent years, and have 
plans set up to paint similar messages in the boy’s 
restrooms second semester. The staff was incredibly 
appreciative of the support they received from  
the building administration, and noted that  
Principal Robert Ceh has been supportive in  
creating a whole school environment that’s  
comfortable and inviting. 

“Positive words equal positive actions is a quote 
someone said to me when I was preparing my part 
of this project,” Ms. Richards said. “It really stuck 
with me!”
 
Now that they have been up for a few weeks, the 
girls have shared that they think the messages 
are “cool” and enjoy “checking out” the different 
restrooms to see the various signs.
 
“We won’t know if that one sign was the thing that 
clicked for someone and made a difference in her 
life,” explained Ms. Richards. “But isn’t that how 
most of education is? We never know the effect we 
have on people.”

‘Fly Me to the Moon’  

Seneca Valley’s 2017 Homecoming Court: Front line (L-R) Jada Atkins, Alexa Bolena, Chloe Bresch, Eliza Simmons, 
Hannah Knapp, Peyton Moore, Catherine Smith, Arushi Subba, Nicoletta Veneziano and Madison Yohn. Back line (L-R)  
Andrew Bachik, Matthew Gallup, Kyler Lin, Paul Lopiccolo, Carter Moriarity, Malik Talaat, Domenick Semrau, Vincent 
Semrau, Michael Warchola and Thomas Zugell.
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Applications 
are now  
being taken 
for Rotary 
Youth  
Exchange 
Scholarships

Local Rotary clubs 
in the Seneca  
Valley School 
District area are 
offering students 
the opportunity to 
study and live in 

another country during the 2018-
2019 School Year as a part of the 
Rotary Youth Exchange program.

The Rotary Youth Exchange  
program offers high school students 
from the U.S. and other countries 
the opportunity to live and study in 
another country during a school year. 
The program’s objective is to foster 
world peace, international  
understanding and good will by 
extending international  
communication at the personal level 
through the exchange of students of 
high school age.

Eligible students should be of good 
character and reputation; be between 
the ages of 15 to 18½ at time of  
departure; have above average  
academic ability; and have a pleasant 
personality. A preliminary application 
with a local interview is followed by 
final interviews in November.  
Country preferences will be taken 
into consideration and placements 
made in January 2018.

The student’s share of expenses  
include a $450 youth exchange 
program fee, airfare, insurance and 
other travel costs. The program is 
for one school year and the hosting 
Rotary club will provide housing 
with host families, food, schooling 
and a monthly allowance. Check out 
www.exchangestudent.org for more 
information.

To receive a preliminary application 
or for more information on how to 
participate in Rotary Youth Exchange, 
contact Jeff Simmons, Rotary District 
7280 Outbound Coordinator, (724) 
473-0016, jssim89167@yahoo.com.

SV Senior named Semifinalist in 2018 
National Merit Scholarship Program 

Officials of National 
Merit Scholarship 

 Corporation 
(NMSC) recently 
announced Seneca 

 Valley Senior 
Alexander Garcia as 
a Semifinalist in the 
63rd annual National 
Merit Scholarship 
Program.

In addition, seniors, Jun Ryul (Justin) Choi,  
Brandon Garzez, Mark Kunkel and William 
Plonski, were named Commended Students in the 
2018 National Merit Scholarship Program. These 
students may be candidates for special scholarships 
provided by corporate and business sponsors later 
this year. 

As a Semifinalist, Mr. Garcia will have an opportunity 
to continue in the competition for some 7,500 
National Merit Scholarships worth more than $32 
million that will be offered next spring. About 90 
percent of the Semifinalists are expected to attain 
Finalist standing, and about half of the Finalists 
will win a National Merit Scholarship, earning the 
Merit Scholar® title. 

About 1.6 million juniors in more than 22,000  
high schools entered the 2018 National Merit 
Scholarship Program by taking the 2016 Preliminary 

SAT/National Merit Scholarship Qualifying Test 
(PSAT/NMSQT®), which served as an initial screen 
of program entrants. The nationwide pool of  
Semifinalists, representing less than one percent 
of U.S. high school seniors, includes the highest 
scoring entrants in each state. The number of 
Semifinalists in a state is proportional to the state’s 
percentage of the national total of graduating 
seniors.

From the approximately 16,000 Semifinalists, about 
15,000 are expected to advance to the Finalist 
level, and in February they will be notified of this 
designation. 

Garcia graduates from Summer Academy of 
Mathematics and Science 

Alexander Garcia recently graduated from the 
Summer Academy of Mathematics and Science 
(SAMS) at Carnegie Mellon University in  
Pittsburgh. SAMS is a rigorous six-week residential 
experience for rising high school seniors who have 
a strong interest in computer science, engineering 
and natural sciences. The summer academy’s goal 
is to equip students with essential skills necessary 
for successful completion of STEM majors.

More information about SAMS is available at 
http://www.cmu.edu/enrollment/summerpro-
gramsfordiversity/sams.html.

Experience of a lifetime
Junior Victoria Beck (front row, second in from 
right) was granted a full scholarship to attend 
Pennsylvania Free Enterprise Week (PFEW), a 
weeklong economic education program that offers 
students an inside look at the private enterprise 
system and the way the free market functions, this 
past summer.

According to Miss Beck, “Mr. John Trombetta, 
CEO and president of the Foundation for Free 
Enterprise Education, told us that many alumni 
told him that their week at PFEW was the one of 

the very best of their whole summer. If I’m being 
honest, I didn’t believe him. How could a camp in 
the middle of summer about running a business 
be that fun? However, throughout the week, I was 
proven wrong. PFEW was an amazing experience 
for me, and I wish that I could do it again.” 

Click here to read Miss Beck’s entire article on her 
experience featured on page 10 in the September 
issue of the Pittsburgh North Regional Chamber 
Corridors newsletter. 

http://www.exchangestudent.org
mailto:jssim89167%40yahoo.com?subject=Rotary%20Youth%20Exchange
http://www.cmu.edu/enrollment/summerprogramsfordiversity/sams.html
http://www.cmu.edu/enrollment/summerprogramsfordiversity/sams.html
https://issuu.com/pittsburghnorthregionalchamber/docs/corridors_september_2017
https://issuu.com/pittsburghnorthregionalchamber/docs/corridors_september_2017
https://issuu.com/pittsburghnorthregionalchamber/docs/corridors_september_2017
https://issuu.com/pittsburghnorthregionalchamber/docs/corridors_september_2017


As a community and a nation, we honor the lives of the victims of 9/11. We commend the 
heroic and courageous actions of the first responders, rescue workers and volunteers.

On September 11, SV schools participated in a number of activities that recognized this 
significant day. In addition, Seneca Valley JROTC cadets read remarks at the time of the 
attacks on 9/11 and held a moment of silence while retiring the colors to half-staff. To 
view the video of this ceremony, click here. 
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Honoring 9/11

Seneca Valley celebrated Veterans at the 18th annual Veteran Recognition Event during the first 
official Raider Football home game in NexTier Stadium on Sept. 8. We thank our active and 
retired military for their service.

Recognizing heroes

https://www.svsd.net/Honoring911


Sgt. 1st Class Ryan Allen Gloyer

In

Sgt. 1st Class Ryan Allen Gloyer, 34, of Zelienople, died courageously in battle in Kunduz, Afghanistan  
on Thursday, Nov. 3, 2016, in support of Operation Freedom Sentinel.
 
Ryan, a member of the Seneca Valley Class of ’00, was a model student and athlete, lettering three years in soccer and track. He danced in 
three school musicals, sang in the choir and was selected for participation in District Chorus. For his senior project, Ryan taught younger 
students how to break dance. Throughout his high school days, Ryan developed a charismatic, gregarious, animated and fun-loving  
personality. He continued his education at Thiel College, Greenville, where he graduated with magna cum laude honors and received 
degrees in psychology and early education.
 
On Dec. 28, 2004, Ryan enlisted in the Army with orders that would send him to Airborne Jump Qualification School and Special Forces 
Selection Course after graduation from boot camp. From day one of his military career, Ryan had his sights set on becoming a part of 
an elite unit and had a goal and steadfast determination to be a Green Beret. Along Ryan’s journey to becoming a Green Beret, he went 
to Ranger School and earned his Ranger Tab in April 2006. He also served with the 82nd Airborne and completed two tours of duty in 
Afghanistan in 2007 and 2009. During his first 15-month deployment to Afghanistan, Ryan made valorous achievements in support of 
Operation Enduring Freedom which earned him the Bronze Star Medal with Valor Device and the Meritorious Service Award. In his 
second 12-month tour of duty to Afghanistan in 2009, he received the Army Commendation Medal under Task Force Fury. In April  
2010, Ryan was selected to be inducted into the prestigious Sergeant Audie Murphy Club for his dedicated leadership, exemplary  
professionalism and high standards of excellence.
 
In 2013, Ryan completed the Special Forces Selection Course and was accepted into the Special Forces Training Program. After 18 
months of intensive training and Russian language instruction, Ryan graduated and finally donned his green beret in September 2014. 
Upon graduation, Ryan attended the John F. Kennedy Special Warfare Center and School to complete Free Fall training. Ryan was then 
assigned to the 10th Special Forces Group, 2nd Battalion, located at Fort Carson, Colorado. In May 2015, Ryan deployed to Chad; in June 

2016, he deployed to Afghanistan for the third time and was scheduled to return home at the end of November.  
Ryan was awarded a Purple Heart and a 2nd Bronze Star for his heroism during the battle (The Battle of Boz 

Qandahari) that took his life.
 
Ryan’s awards and medals include: the Purple Heart, Bronze Star, Bronze Star with “V” (Valor), two  
Meritorious Service Medals, two Army Commendation Medals, Afghanistan Campaign Medal with Campaign 
Star, Combat Infantryman Badge, Expert Infantry Badge, Parachutist Badge, Ranger Tab, Special Forces Tab 

and Sergeant Audie Murphy Club Medallion. 

The Sept. 8, 2017, Seneca Valley Raider Football game vs. Pine Richland  
was dedicated in memory of Sergeant First Class Ryan Gloyer. It was our  
honor and privilege to dedicate the ceremony and provide the game ball  
to Rebecca LaButis, Ryan’s stepsister.

Memory of
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Fall sports update 
CROSS COUNTRY: Congratulations to our boys cross country for their first place finish at the PIAA Foundation 
meet on Sept. 23. On the strength of three medalists and five runners in the top 50, the Raiders took first place 
with 103 points.  Sam Owori took sixth place and Seth Ketler was right on his heels in seventh place. Connor  
Volk-Klos was the third medalist at 13th place. Aiden Domencic and Alex Dixon rounded out the scoring for  
Seneca Valley at 30th and 47th place, respectfully.  Max Weaver (102nd) and Luke Bellack (105th) were the final 
two Raider performers on the day. Boyertown and Mt. Lebanon followed close behind at 135 and 148 points, 
respectively.  The meet, run on the PIAA Championships course, is a good precursor to the finals held the first 
weekend of November.  The girls cross country team finished 12th out of 40 teams and had three runners in the 
top 70 in Lizzy White (39th), Megan Aaron (56th) and Abby Lizewski (69th).  

GOLF: The Raider boys’ golf team sent six players to the sectional qualifiers hosted by Seneca Valley 
at Cranberry Highlands and all six advanced to the WPIAL semifinals on Sept. 26.  Pacing the Raiders 
was Adam Bushee who shot a 1-under 69.  Zach Brown followed at an even-par 70 and Paul  
Lopiccolo and Mark McNulty came in with a 1-over 71. Zack Gehm (77) and Jacob Marquardt (78) 
were the final two qualifiers.  In addition to this fine performance at the individual qualifiers, the  
Raiders also qualified for the team championships as the Section 3 runner-up and will begin team 
championships on Oct. 10.  On the girls’ side, Kennedy Johnston was the lone Raider to advance out  
of the sectional qualifiers. Kennedy will compete in the WPIAL individual championships on Oct. 4  
at Diamond Run Golf Club. 

SOCCER, TENNIS & VOLLEYBALL: Both the boys and girls’ soccer programs along with girls’ volleyball find themselves in contention for 
post-season following a successful first half of section play.  Look to the October issue for a more up-to-date recap of all three seasons.  Girls’ tennis 
enters sectional championships for singles and doubles the second week of October. Final results to follow next month. 
 
FRIDAY NIGHT LIGHTS: One of the greatest traditions is Friday Night Football and all of the pageantry surrounding game night.  At Seneca 
Valley, our students do not disappoint. From the student section to the marching band, the cheer and dance team, and the Raider football squad, the 
Seneca Valley community is entertained on a weekly basis.  School spirit continues to soar with the student body and cheerleaders supporting all 
Raider athletic teams; community pride is evident when our marching band and football squad take the field. Each week the community is so  
fortunate to witness excellence from all of our Seneca Valley students. We congratulate the Raider football squad for shutting out Butler (35-0) and 
taking home the Butler Eagle Travelling Trophy for the 11th straight year. 

Special event dates for Raider athletics 

• Wednesday, Nov. 1: Drug & Concussion Testing and Physicals – Senior High immediately after school
 o Stop in athletic office for processing
 o Testing/Physicals start at 2:31p.m.
 o Participants may ride activity bus home
 o This is the only test date for winter sports
 Note: There are limited spots for sport physicals awarded first come, first served
• Wednesday, Nov. 8: Deadline for winter sport paperwork; all papers due in athletic office

Reminders for 2017-18:  
• ALL paperwork for winter sports due in the athletic office no later than Wednesday, Nov. 8, by 3 p.m. Coaches will not accept paperwork at the  
 first day of tryouts.
• The PIAA mandates the CIPPE Section 6 form as the only permissible form for doctor’s signature.
• All required paperwork for 2017-18 athletic participation is available on the SV Portal.
• All student-athletes must register in the SV Portal under “Sports Registration” before competing.  
• The first official day of winter sports is Friday, Nov. 17.  For tryout schedule, please contact your coach directly. Coach contact information is   
 located on athletics website.
• Concussion ImPACT testing only needs to done every other year.

Raider Athletics
SEPTEMBER 2017

https://portal.svsd.net/
https://portal.svsd.net/
https://www.svsd.net/Domain/1090
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It was a great day for hockey! The Pittsburgh Penguins Foundation brought the Stanley Cup to SV on Sept. 14. Many thanks to Pittsburgh  
Penguins Foundation President Dave Soltesz for choosing several of Seneca Valley’s schools to have this wonderful experience.

The Cup
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SV creates online procedure for absence excuses
Attendance at school is the foundation to student success. Seneca Valley aims to find more and better ways to help parents/guardians track attendance at 
school so we can work in partnership to assist students in reaching their academic goals.

As part of this effort, the SV Portal now includes an attendance feature that allows parents/guardians to track excused and unexcused absences, as well as 
school tardiness. 

Additionally, to expedite the process of tracking attendance, parents/guardians (only) can now submit absence excuses online via the SV Portal. Once  
inside the Attendance area of the SV Portal, click “Submit Excuse” and simply type the reason for the absence in the field provided. A medical note or 
other related paperwork can also be uploaded. 

Absence excuses and related documentation can still be provided in paper form to the school office, if preferred. However, if provided digitally, it must be 
via the SV Portal and not through emails to staff.

Parents/guardians should contact their child’s building office for questions regarding attendance data that appears on the SV Portal.

Spotlight 
on Mental 
Health

Dealing with the death of a  
family member, neighbor, 
co-worker or other close 
acquaintance is a challenge 
everyone faces sooner or later. 
But because the experience of 
loss is universal, those who 
are bereaved can learn ways of 
coping and draw comfort from 
one another. This evening will 
include a look at grief and loss 
from a variety of perspectives 
and is intended for members  
of the community and  
professionals interested in  
learning more. 

Wednesday, Oct. 4

Cranberry Township  
Municipal Center
2525 Rochester Road

4 - 8:45 p.m.

To register or read more,  
click here.

Apple’s new Do Not Disturb while driving 
feature
There are clear safety reasons why fewer distractions in the car are good. Distracted driving now causes more  
accidents than drinking. And yet it is not just about safety. Australia recently conducted a survey of 1,000 families 
and found that 95% of parents believe the car is a place where kids can open up and the family can bond. Yet, the 
parents in the study reported that more than 75% of their children are often on a tablet, phone or other screens, 
while in the car. 

Earlier this month, Apple released iOS11, its latest operating system. With it comes the long-awaited “Do Not  
Disturb While Driving” feature. Many have criticized Apple for not having this feature sooner. “Do Not Disturb 
While Driving” will darken your screen and block calls, texts and notifications while connected to your car via  
Bluetooth or when the car is in motion. It does not disconnect your ability to listen to music or navigation via  
Bluetooth. 

Third-party apps have long prevented texting while the car is in motion, but stop short there. The new “Do Not  
Disturb While Driving” feature blocks distractions at a system level.  When the car is in motion anyone who texts 
you while you are driving will receive an automated response saying you are driving and will respond when you 
arrive at your destination. A second message goes out asking if it’s an emergency, if so an urgent message will come 
through.

Talk with your children about your car rides to and from school, practices and road trips. Making the car a  
screen-free zone is safer for the driver and a wonderful opportunity for family bonding and excellent modeling for 
our future drivers. Here are some questions to ask:

• What is/could be fun to do on a phone/screen in the car (when not driving of course)?
• What are things one can do in the car if not on a phone or tablet?
• How do you feel about no screens in the car, except for music, podcasts, and maps?

Information provided by Screenagers. For more, click here. 

One bad tweet  
can be costly to  
a student athlete
Click here to read the Democrat and the  
Chronicle article on how student athletes need 
to be cautious on how they use social media 
such as Twitter because college recruiters, like 
everyone else, could be watching.

Understanding Grief  
& Loss

https://portal.svsd.net/
https://portal.svsd.net/
https://portal.svsd.net/
https://portal.svsd.net/
https://portal.svsd.net/
http://cranberrytownship.org/DocumentCenter/View/26849
http://cranberrytownship.org/DocumentCenter/View/26849
https://www.screenagersmovie.com/tech-talk-tuesdays?mc_cid=79b1798ecc&mc_eid=f4b3d95883&utm_source=Screenagers+Movie+Signup+Form&utm_campaign=c03517c2a6-EMAIL_CAMPAIGN_2017_06_13&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_c7ed3f4d8d-c03517c2a6-159819769&mc_cid=c03517c2a6&mc_eid=f4b3d95883
http://www.democratandchronicle.com/story/sports/high-school/2014/09/11/social-media-student-athletes-twitter/15473399/
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Seneca Valley 2014 graduate Kayla  
Valentine is currently a senior at the  
University of Alabama. We asked her to 
catch us up on what she is doing today and 
how Seneca Valley influenced her life. 

Q: Catch us up. Tell us what you’re doing today:
A: I am majoring in Management Information Systems with a specialization in Business Information 
Technology and a Minor in Computer Technology and Applications. I chose MIS because I have a passion 
for networking and a strong interest in technology which is exactly what this program highlights here at 
UA. We work with real companies on Capstone Projects to provide a technical solution for everyday  
business problems. This past summer, I was proud to be one of two interns in the Technical Advisory  
Program with Ernst & Young LLC in their Atlanta Office.
 
At school, I work part time as a Student Developer at the Center for Advanced Public Safety. Over the  
past four years at UA I have had the great pleasure of being involved in numerous organizations and  
societies. Last semester, I was inducted into the XXXI Senior Women’s Honorary. The XXXI is  
Alabama’s most prestigious all Women’s Honorary on campus that taps only 18 rising seniors every 
Spring for Active Membership. There is no application for this society and candidates are only considered 
through secret nominations by the current XXXI members. Its goal is to highlight the most influential, 
powerful, and outgoing women on campus and in the State of Alabama. Over the past couple of years, I 
served as the President of the Women in Technology Organization where we strive to be a diverse, forward 
thinking network of students who endeavor to improve our overall professionalism, work to empower the 
local community, and increase our networking efforts through the technology field. My sophomore year,  
I served as one of 12 MIS Program Ambassadors, one of three GBA 145 Peer Mentors, and became a 
brother of the Alpha Kappa Psi Professional business fraternity. Later in my junior year, I became the first  
Teaching Assistant for the Business Communications class in the Culverhouse College of Commerce. 
There, I worked with Professors and Program Department Heads to reconstruct the curriculum to be 
more industry and professional development focused with an emphasis on professional writing. 

I am very fortunate to have found my home at the University of Alabama and cannot begin to thank all the 
Professors, Faculty, and classmates for helping me in my journey. 
 
Q: What do you think makes Seneca Valley such a special place to learn and grow?
A: Seneca Valley will forever hold a special place in my heart. In my opinion, what makes Seneca Valley so 

unique is its inclusive and positive environment. I loved being able to walk down the hallway and say hello to Earl, the Middle School Security guard or go 
on a trip to Europe with 25 other classmates that I had never spoken with before and form such strong bonds with throughout the trip. SV taught me that 
every person is important and that every smile or wave does not go unnoticed in a person’s day. And that being kind is one of the most important lessons in 
life and for that I am grateful.   

Q: Who was your favorite teacher/coach/SV staff member?
A: I have so many favorite teachers that it would be hard to name just one, so I will name three. 

The first is Heather Sibeto. I first met her (Frau) my junior year when I went to her informational session about a Europe trip she was leading over the  
summer. After spending two weeks traveling and eating gelato together, I decided to change over languages from French to German for my final year at 
Seneca. Her bubbly and warm personality is absolutely infections and her passion for her students does not go unnoticed. She is one of the most kind and 
genuine people I have ever met and I have learned so much from her. My only regret was not taking German sooner. To this day, we are still in contact and 
I look forward to traveling with her again soon!

The second is John Fetchko. Mr. Fetchko was my sophomore grade Chemistry teacher. Even though science is not my favorite subject, Chemistry soon 
became my favorite period of the day all because of John Fetchko. He is constantly finding ways to motivate his students to not only understand but enjoy 
what we are learning in class as well as opening and creating a positive environment for every student to feel comfortable participating in. I will always 
remember him giving me a shout out at my very last football game as a Varsity cheerleader. 

The third is Jim Lucot. I met the charismatic teacher my third day of my junior year as my classes had moved around and I was then put in his honors US 
history class. I am forever grateful for not only the curriculum he taught but the life lessons and real world issues he brought in to the room as well. I  
appreciated his teaching style so much that I knew I needed to take his AP Government class my senior year. Mr. Lucot created an environment that was 
challenging yet rewarding, passionate yet welcoming, and most of all a place where you could form your own opinions and help understand other points of 
view. I will always be grateful for his class and appreciate his guidance and knowledge.

Q: What is one of your favorite memories from your time at Seneca Valley?
A: One of my favorite moments was my senior year when the senior high decided to participate in the Lip Dub competition. I was the very last “singer” in 
the video and I can remember all the hard work we did bringing the entire school together to create such a big production. It is something that to this day 
I still show my friends because I am proud not only of the fact that we won but because it is such a good way to bring everyone together and celebrate our 
school. 

Q: If you had one message for teachers or staff, what would it be?
A: My one message for the teachers is to not be afraid to go “off script”. The teachers I respected the most were not the ones that sat around and did the 
same thing but the ones that were truly passionate about what they were trying to convey to their students. Whether it was a life lesson or an academic 
lesson, I always appreciated when you could tell how much the teacher cared. One of my favorite quotes that I feel conveys this message perfectly is “people 
don’t care to know until they know you care”.
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(In Case You Missed It)

ICYMI...

Hurricane Relief
The images we are seeing and the stories we 
are hearing in the southern region of our 
Country have been both heartbreaking and 
moving.

Like many of you, we want to help.

Seneca Valley has more than 300 graduates 
who live in the states impacted; and dozens 
in the areas that experienced unbeliev-
able devastation due to hurricane-force 
winds and flooding. That number certainly 
doesn’t include the many loved ones and 
family members of current students and 
staff.

It may be weeks before the extent of what is 
needed becomes clear. However, help can 
begin today. One graduate we reached out 
to in the Houston area is Sean Anger (SV 
Class of ’04). We were relieved to find he is 
fine, but obviously shaken by the events of 
this past month. So, we asked him to tell us 
what he’s seeing and what he suggests we 
do to help. His response:

This is definitely a tough time for Texas  
and Louisiana. Not only are hundreds of 
thousands of homes and cars flooded, but 
our fishing, entertainment (cruises,  
beaches, etc), and oil & gas industry has 
taken a hit from Harvey. My family and 
friends all made it out okay, and while some 
of our homes have been affected, the disaster 
as a whole has kept things in perspective for 
all of us. We’re all very blessed to have such a 
strong, supportive community.

Support from communities in and around 
Texas and Louisiana is encouraging,  
comforting, and necessary to overcome 
Harvey. What’s truly humbling is the support 
coming from beyond the Gulf Coast.  
Support from Seneca Valley School  
District is a true representation of the  
values that bring out the best in humanity 
and a refreshing reminder how much 
communities can accomplish when united 
toward a common cause.  

J.J. Watt, defensive lineman for the Houston 
Texans, has setup a fund through YouCaring 
that directs funds almost 100% to the victims 
of Harvey instead of through administrative 
channels of some of the larger fund-raising 
avenues. In addition, it’s football season, 
so it’s only fitting!  Donations for clothing, 
pillows, bedding, shoes, are also needed. 
Many families lost everything. I’m not sure 
of the best way to arrange that effort, but I’m 
sure there are local channels available to you 
to collect, then ship those donations to the 
affected areas.

YouCaring Fund-raiser:  JJ Watt Fundraiser

Thanks again for reaching out - it means 
more than I can express on behalf of the 
entire affected region.

-Sean Anger, SV Class of ‘04

As with any outside organization, we can’t 
guarantee the appropriate management of 
a charity’s proceeds. However, we vetted 
quite thoroughly the JJ Watt Fundraiser 
and confirmed through a number of 
channels that 100 percent of the proceeds 
will help Hurricane Harvey victims. Should 
you choose to donate to this or any other 
charitable organizations, we recommend 
you choose organizations directly associated 
with relief efforts for Harvey and Irma, 
including (but not limited to):

• Global Giving
• The American Red Cross
• GoFundMe
• The Salvation Army
• Save the Children

Thank you for your time and consideration 
in this effort.

National Awards  
Program seeking PA’s 
Top Youth Volunteers 
of 2018
The Prudential Spirit of Community Awards is beginning 
its search for Pennsylvania’s top youth volunteers of 2018.
Now through Nov. 7, students in grades 5-12 are invited to 
apply for Prudential Spirit of Community Awards if they 
have made meaningful contributions to their communities 
through volunteer service within the past 12 months.

Applicants for 2018 awards must complete their online 
applications by Nov. 7, and then submit them for  
certification to a middle or high school principal, Girl 
Scout council, county 4-H agent, American Red Cross 
chapter, YMCA or HandsOn Network affiliate. Paper 
application forms can be requested by calling  
877-525-8491. The application is available at  
http://spirit.prudential.com and www.nassp.org/spirit.
 

Join the SV team!
Seneca Valley School District job opportunities are  
listed on our website and can be found at  
www.svsd.net/Employment.

https://www.facebook.com/SenecaValleySD/
https://twitter.com/Seneca_Valley
https://www.instagram.com/senecavalleysd/
https://www.snapchat.com/add/senecavalleysd
http://www.svsd.net
https://www.youtube.com/user/SenecaValleySD
https://www.youcaring.com/victimsofhurricaneharvey-915053
https://www.globalgiving.org/projects/hurricane-harvey-relief-fund/
http://www.redcross.org/index.jsp
https://www.gofundme.com/
https://give.salvationarmyusa.org/site/Donation2?df_id=28057&mfc_pref=T&28057.donation=form1
https://secure.savethechildren.org/site/c.8rKLIXMGIpI4E/b.9535143/k.622A/Hurricane_Irma_Childrens_Relief_Fund/apps/ka/sd/donor.asp
http://spirit.prudential.com
http://www.nassp.org/spirit
http://www.svsd.net/Employment


https://trustarts.org/pct_home/events/series/childrens-theater-series/
https://apm.activecommunities.com/cranberrytownship/home

